
is desirable and re a son a bl e f o r th e Cit y to p a rti c ipat e in 

the provision of d owntown p a rkin g , th o u g h it s p a rti c i pa tion 

is no~ absolutel y e s sen ti a l . Co o p e r a tion o f th e dow n town 

busines s int e r es ts a nd th e Cit y in th e provi s i o n o f o ff- s tr e et 

parkin g ma y b e or g aniz e d in a t l eas t thr ee quit e diff e r e nt 

ways ; b y a p a rkin g tok e n or va lid a tion sc h eme , throu g h b ene fit 

as se s s me nt s , and thr o u g h pur c h ase o f off- s tr ee t p a rkin g bond s . 

Th e first method is in man y wa ys th e mo s t s impl e a nd dir ec t, 

and ye t in man y c as es it h as not work e d well. Th e Cit y mi g ht 

build th e f ac iliti e s and c h a r ge p a rkin g r a t es lar ge e n o u g h t o 

pa y th e full c ost, a n d a c ce pt p ay me nt e ith e r dir ec tl y from th e 

p e rson wh o u se s a p a rki ng s p ace o r in th e f o r m o f a ti c ket o r 

token whi c h th e mer c h a nt s p ay f o r a nd g i ve to th e ir c u s t o m e r s . 

Parkin g met e r s are ma d e for this purpos e ; they will a c c e pt 

either a c oin o r a t oken . Th e di sa dvant ages o f th is sys t em 

ar e t ha t me r c hant s kn o w th a t mo st c ustom ers will v i si t seve ral 

s t o re s o n on e trip a nd fail t o g i ve t o k e n s o r t i cke t s to ma n y 

of their c u s t ome r s, ass u ming t ha t t hey will ge t t h em somew h e r e 

els e , a nd that th e sys t em r equ ir es e ith e r th e a rbitr a r y t i me 

l im it s i mp ose d b y me t ers or t he a dditi ona l ex p ense o f p r ov id

i n g a p a r king a tt e nd an t . 

T he bene f i t assessment metho d comes c l ose t o t he id eal a rr ange 

me nt of th e sho ppin g cen t er , an d has been u se d w it h cons id e r a bl e 

s u ccess i n some o th e r stat e s. I n 195 1 a state l aw was passe d 

s p ec ifi cal l y prov id ing for benefit assessments for park i ng 

(G . S. 1 60-50 4 ) , b ut so f ar as we know no Nor t h Carolina 

mu n i ci p a l i t y has t a k en a d vantage of i t . T he me c han i c s of t his 

me t ho d a r e mu c h t he same as t hose un d er which the City ma y 

pave a s t ree t o r i nsta ll a sewe r an d assess the cost agains t 

t he o wn e r s o f t he l an d which is bene fit te d by the improvem e n t 

w ith pro v i s i o n s , i n t he case of the p a r king, f or the c ost to 

be s pr ea d ove r t we nt y yea r s . The requirement i s that t her e 

be ag r eeme nt o n a b asis f o r assessment, fr ont footage, sq u a r e 

f ee t o f flo o r a r ea , or some o t h e r bas i s , an d that a p e tition 

- 9 1 -


